
  

 

 



  

Phonics Progression  

Each of the 44 phonemes in the English language has corresponding letters to represent them.  

Phoneme = sound.  

Grapheme = letter(s) that represent a sound.  

At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School and Nursery, we teach children to convert a letter or group of letters into 

sounds that can be blended together to make a word. To teach phonics, we follow the ‘Read Write Inc’ phonics 

scheme.  

The flashcards to accompany ‘Read Write Inc’ are an extremely useful tool when doing phonics activities with your 

child. These can be purchased from many bookstores and online.  

We aim to enable your child to; 

 Learn to recognise the 44 sounds and their corresponding letter(s).  

Learn to read words using sound blending.  

Learn to write the letter(s) which represent the 44 sounds. 

Learn to write words by saying the sounds.  

The sounds are arranged into 3 sets, known as ‘Speed Sounds’.  

You will notice that some sounds are made using single letters, others comprise 2 or more letters. When introducing 

children to a sound, emphasise, that where the sound has multiple letters, we still only say just one sound. 2 letters but 

makes one sound. 3 letters but makes one sound.  

At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School and Nursery we are aware that children progress at different rates and 

groupings will be dependent on half termly RWI assessments. Some children will need to revisit the sound set they are 

working at for further consolidation and can be placed in the same group after assessing. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

 



  

Supporting Phonics at Home  

Try to spend at least 5 minutes a day doing ‘sounds’ activities.  

When blending words with your child, use only letter sounds, not letter names (alphabet) as this can be confusing for 

children learning to sound out words. Little and often is most effective. Point out letter sounds and words frequently; 

books, magazines, newspapers and signs etc, all provide the opportunity for sound recognition and put reading into 

context for your child.  

Allow your child to sound out and write words on the computer, using magnetic letter boards, chalk boards etc. 

Anything that interests them!  

RWI Home Reading Books Children will bring home a RWI book linked closely to the sounds that they have been learning 

at school each week. These are called Book Bag Books and are designed to develop fluency and accuracy of reading.  

For lots of advice, videos and information, visit 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/ 

We hope this explains the ways in which we are teaching your child phonics and gives you ideas of ways in which you 

can support your child. If you have any questions or require any support please contact Mr Howarth to arrange a 

meeting or phone call. 
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